syoy sajmog
Bowles Rocks

o0y a6pL3

Eridge Rocks

$)20Y S,uosLIRH

==

a
EY
)
e
&
=
2
2
0

wueq s,asseg aqun6p3 junopy

saydoy Japun

s

%
i‘?u :
B Away fr

| Richard Barlow enjoys the challenges of Excavator (6b+

wied 3uols




Bassett's Farm Rocks

424 Bassett's Farm Rocks

The most northerly sandstone crag is hidden away in
some of southwest Kent's most stunning countryside.
The main attractions here are the clean-cut

red-streaked Ken's Wall and its neighbour Hypothesis
Wall, with their vertical testpieces and finger intensive

Equipment

There are no bolts at Bassett's
Farm Rocks so all top-ropes
need to be set up using trees as
anchors. Make sure you bring

5a to 6a+/f4+ fo f5+

SPoy sajmog
Bowles Rocks

Ta+ up/f7A up

Eﬁ traverses. Across the field are some smaller rocks . y gt N : Dl a good range of set-up gear é

= which are best avoided as the rock is very soft. : . : S including rock and equipment £}

g - b : ey protectors (see page 38 for B
. Conditions ; SUIERE more). .

5| The crag is north facing and sees no sun, which makes for an excellent shady venue in the ' - ey e &

:?:; summer months. The downside is that it takes longer to dry after periods of bad weather and . s B e LA o Access B

2 the more overgrown areas are prone to be green. The main wall (Ken's Wall) is open and Y * R \ ® The rocks are on private land E

benefits from a good northerly breeze in winter, which helps keep things in relatively good N ’ 4 (with a public footpath running

z condition for the spring. - right next to them). The owners

c::? , have never been successfully

3 Approach Also see map on page 18 s identified and there have not

- From Royal Tunbridge Wells, head west along the A264 towards Groombridge for gt been any reported issues. o

£ approximately 3 miles. On entering open countryside, take a sharp right onto the A264 ' Accessing the top is tricky and :

2 signed 'East Grinstead', and then almost immediately fork right again onto the B2188 signed o R \L "l it is advisable to approach most ‘f

§ 'Fordcombe'. Drive for just under 3 miles and turn left, just after Fordcombe's cricket green, g S = areas from the path at the far i

8| signed 'Walters Green'. Drive for another mile passing over the narrow Hedge Barton bridge, N B 4 2 right-hand side of the crag. =

and continue until you can turn left at the small triangular traffic island down a narrow lane. 30 : — o X ¥
At another triangular island, turn right up the hill and follow this for just over half a mile to fia o A :

a sharp left turn signed 'Bassetts and Cowden', just before the T-junction. Drive for another
mile until you begin to descend steeply down a hill, and cross a miniature bridge under trees
at its base. Immediately to the right is a grassy area where there is parking for two possibly
three cars. Continue up the hill on foot (passing the actual Bassett's Farm on your left) to
where the road bends to the left and a public footpath and metal gate with stile are in front
of you. Cross this and walk along the path for 170m to reach the first section on your left -
100m after that is Ken's Wall.

£3)jep Addey
Happy Valley

MOJ|OH SIIng ‘

S}p0y peoy

5

g ’ A E

Ev 3

o &

&l . V4 ‘ \

E e g

’ -

> g

3 - &

2 Fordcombe - e & 4

= a
GPS 51.151781 A

s ® 0137314 / 52158

]

-

8 2 LD

i e\

wie4 dUols
Stone Farm




TS e £ et i b

74-26 : Baésétt's Farm Rock§ -

Bassett's Farm Rocks 427

- = F

Bowles Rocks

sypoy abpug
Eridge Rocks

Harrison's Rocks

$Y20Y s,uosiiiey
High Rocks ‘

s}20y YbIH

GPS 51.151769
® 0.137214

axauuy )20y ybi

Happy Vélley ‘ High Rocks Annexe

A3)jep Addey

Bull's Hollow

@
£
=
I
[
ol
H

o
-g.—? e

Toad Rocks

Chossy Arete and Holly Tree Wa]l' h
st Patrick
'St Pai 23
Chimney.

Mount Edgcumbe

Bassett's Farm

.'h

e %)
Under Rockes

From the road
and parking

Stone Farm



sypoy abpu3 sydoyY sajmog

20y s,u0sLIBH

Xauuy sy20Y YbiH

=
-
S M
T
<
g
)
<

wie s3asseg aquind6p3 Junopy S}p0y peoy

saydoy Japun

P

Bassett s Farm Rocks
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A Smp in Time to Nice But
About 170m after the metal gate is the first of a small
selection of spaced outcrops, which have a limited
number of routes and problems. Many of them being a bit
grim and rarely climbed.

A0 S R a2 R

A Snip in Time to Nice But Dim

: Cllmb the arete and slab on the left side. It is seldom in

1 condition, being wet sometimes and overgrown at others.
W), FA. R.Mazinke 9.6.2005

O st Patrick's Chimney
One of the more unusual routes on sandstone. Enter the cave
¢ and bridge, squeeze and heave your way to the top and out of a

% small hole. Bring a change of clothes. It has been aided on rope

¥ ladders in the past.

B8 [A. Paul and Rosie 16.3.2008

>Set-up and
+Descent

¥ Nice But Dim
The rock improves about 70m beyond A Snip in Time and to the

W8 right of St Patrick's Chimney. The lower wall is hard to top out

and the stone is a little soft in places.

© Tim Nice But Dim Esquire. . .36 | 4b 4

Climb the face, finishing left of the tree.
FA. M, Vetterlein 3.8.1994

(4] Sleeping with Allsorts
A horrific top-out. Best practice is to touch the top and retreat.
FA. C.Gibson 15.7.2006

4 Best finished by touching the tree and retreating.
§ FA. T.Skinner 31.1.1993

Chossy Arete and Holly Tree Wall Bassett's Farm Rocks 429

(6 Really Chossy Flake

Climb the flake at the centre of the face.

(7] Liquorice Wood

A fairly dirty route direct to the tree.
FA. C.Gibson 15.7.2006

0o Chossy Arete

A green and greasy arete climb.
FA. |.Mailer 1987

Chossy Arete and Holly Tree Wall
Things begin to improve here, but not before you
encounter the green and often damp Chossy Arete area
which is best left for serious heat waves. Adjacent to
this is Holly Tree Wall, which is the first decent wall at
Bassett's Farm.

Set-up and Descent - The right side of the crag is the
best option if not overgrown, otherwise use the steep
gully to the right of Silly Arete.

0 Keep the Faith

A tricky climb starting on the left side of the shallow cave. Curve
left slightly for an unpleasant top-out.

FA. A.Serrecchia 13.8.1995

@ Tree Route . .
The sandy right side of the cave finishing to the right of the tree.

FA. K.Wallis 1987

(1) Silly Arete . [:] 5b 5a
The short arete. Less spectacular than its Welsh namesake!

FA. K.Wallis 1987

(12] Holly Tree Wall
A short route finishing just left of the tree.

FA. M.Vetterlein 2.12.1989
EI [ 6b+ 5¢

of sandy holds. Finish

® The Indian Face
A climb made difficult by an abunda

right of the tree.
FA. M.Vetterlein 2.12.1989

@ Get Orf Moi Land

The longest route on the wall has a tricky start.
FA. M.Smith 2.5.1990

® Carpet Slab
Climb the slabby right-hand arete, which can be greasy at times.
FA. M. Vetterlein 2.12.1989

Eridge Rocks Bowles Rocks

Harrison's Rocks
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8 The showpiece wall at Bassett's Farm Rocks is home to a good number of

§ A, | Mailer 1967

§ FA. D.Riley 1996

7 up the wall.
84 FA. K Wallis 1987

Ken's WaII

quality routes, but is not somewhere to take a beginner. The wall generally

|| dries quickly and is more open to the elements than the other walls here.

Approach (see overview on page 426) - This wall is the first major section
of rock reached on the approach, about 250m after the gate.

Set-up and Descent - Use the right of the crag if clear, or use the steep
gully to the left.

0 Beyond Our Ken
2 Climb the arete on its left, moving right close to the top.

FA. M.Vetterlein 3.8.1994 & The next three lines are boulder traverses.

rt by climbing the thin crack, moving rightwards at half-

C wards atf 2 The lowest level traverse in either direction has good holds but
ght. Head up past a series of breaks to a difficult finish.

= nothing much for your feet.
§8 FA. D.Potts 2.4.2004

3] Hound Dog .

Thin face climbing low down leads to the niche. Finish up the &l The hardest of the traverses crosses the thin centre rail from left
arete. ¢ to right. Right to left is slightly harder at f7B.
W8 7. M.Diaz 2004

A pleasant (ish) outing up the crack, which is the easiest way

Can be done in either dlrectlon at the same grade

two rails and has relatively decent holds for both hands and feet. i

AR NS | 2/ %ﬁ:ﬁ‘iﬂ“’

A knuckle-busting series of moves using some very old bolt
holes. Either finish direct or more easily to the left.

BJALIL_ Tmen

Climb the wall direct to the left side of the shallow scoop close

¥ FA. |.Mailer 1987

? to the top. Make a long reach, or dyno, to finish. Hard for the

SO ter o

Climb direct to the right side of the scoop, and again, make

 reachy moves at the top. Photo on page 425.

FA. D.Lewis 1987

Climb the arete and finish on the face W|th a tricky top-out.

Photo on page 422.
FA. I.Mailer 1987

® Charming Chimney : 4b 4b

A slightly contrived route. Bridge the guIIy W|thout touching the

/" ground and finish on the right wall just left of Pear/ Necklace.

FA. PHighams 14.7.2006
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(1) Pearl Necklace . ... ..

Climb the arete on the right side o e gully to a ledge, then
¢8 trend leftwards to climb the face.

R FA. R.Mazinke 17.6.2003

B FoamDome ............ D

Start as for Pearl Necklace and finish right up the scoop.

FA. K.Wallis 1987

9 Foam Dome Direct. . {i}m:] 6b 5b

A direct line up to the scoop.
FA. R.Mazinke 17.6.2003

Climb the wall up to the right side of the scoop. Finish up the

slight nose at the top.
FA. K.Wallis 1987

@l Start as for Solution and traverse rightwards up the series of

iagonal breaks and flakes to finish (as for Never Forget) to
he right of the small tree. It takes a bit of top-rope wizardry to
protect this one.

N FA. K.Wallis 1987

Hypothesis Wall

d Right of Ken's Wall is another wall with a few
good routes. The routes are close together
and in some places overlap, especially at the
top where exit options are limited. It stays in
good condition, apart from the far right of the
wall, which is often green.
Set-up and Descent - Use the right of the
crag if clear, or use the steep gully to the Ieﬂ

0 Conclusion . .........
Climb direct to the large flake on Hypothesis. Move rightward

£ and finish as for /an's Answer with a reachy move.

Photo opposite.

} An alternative finish can be done by heading up and left from the i2 .

flake and then back right to the ledge and tree at 6¢ 5c.
FA. R.Mazinke 31.8.1996

0 lan's Answer............

{4 Climb the wall direct to the ¢ f the birch trees.

FA. |.Mailer 1987

Negotiate the lower bulge and climb direct to the right-hand tree & o
Ly past a series of grotty breaks.

FA. D.Riley 1996

(9] Final Solution? .......... I:I 6b 5¢

Things start to get greener. After a tricky start, climb the steep

face and pass the large break at half-height. Finish direct with

difficulty, or move right for a slightly dirtier outing (original

¥ finish).
F

A. T.Skinner 14.2.1993

@ Das Vaterland

A dirty esoteric crack climb. Best left alone.
FA. R.Mazinke 20.9.2003

: @ Docker's Armpit
Climb the green bulge to the right of the crack.

FA. T.Skinner 31.1.1993

Mark Elwell on the excellent Conclusion (6b 5b) -
opposite - HypotheS|s Wall, Bassett' S Farm Rocks.
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